בס״ד

Thought of the Week
The great song of Moshe and of Israel forms the centerpiece of this
week’s parsha. The song was not a one-off historical event. It has
remained a part of the morning services of the synagogue prayers of
Jews for millennia.
The song concentrates on God’s power, on Israel’s always miraculous
survival and on the perfidious behavior of the wicked enemies of the
Jewish people. God’s power and greatness is seen in the salvation of
Israel from its enemies, strong as they may be or have been. This song
of Moshe forms one of the bookends of the story of the Jewish people.
The other bookend is the second song of Moshe – this time Moshe
alone is the performer – in the parsha of Haazinu at the conclusion of
the Book of Dvarim. That song also reiterates the theme of this earlier
song relating to God’s power and omnipotence, the survival of the
Jewish people against all odds, and the judgments to be rendered
against the enemies of the Jewish people.
So the Torah at the beginning of the narrative of Israel’s sojourn in the
Sinai desert and at the end of that forty year period sings the same
song, albeit with different words and melody. But the content and
message of the song has remained the same. This can also be said
regarding all of Jewish history – it is the same song that has sustained
us for these many generations though the words and melody may no
longer be exactly the same throughout this long period of time and
through our varied experiences.
Moshe instructs the Jewish people to learn and always remember the
song of Haazinu. It is the song of the future redemption of Israel, the
song that will light the way for Jews in dark and dangerous times. So
why is it that the song that Jews know best, the one that we recite
seven times every week of our lives is the first song of Moshe and
Israel at the salvation of God at Yam Suf?
The lesson here is obvious though often overlooked. The second song
of Moshe has little credence if not for the first song at the Yam Suf.
Once having experienced miraculous redemption, it is possible to
believe firmly that it will happen once more. We are taught in the Torah
that in the future redemption “you will be shown wondrous events just
as it was in the days of the Exodus from Egypt.” That is why the
commandments of the Torah, the Shabat itself and all the holidays are
classified and named as being a memory aid to the Exodus from Egypt.
Those who cannot remember the past rarely have lasting hope for their
future. The song of Moshe and Israel at the Yam Suf validates …
[ continued inside… ]
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Shabbos Schedule
Shabbos Shira
Candle lighting:
Mincha - Friday:

4:40pm
4:40pm

Parsha Chaburah by Naftali Perlberger:
7:55am
Rabbi’s Mishlei Shiur:
8:15am
Shacharis:
8:45am
Sof Zman Krias Shema:
9:45am
Kiddush is sponsored by Penny Pugach to
commemorate the Yahrzeit of her father, Simcha Meir
ben Yosef David.
Mincha:
4:35pm
Chabura given by Koby Milgraum on the topic of the
Mitzva of Kesivas Sefer Torah.
Medical Halacha Shiur given by Dr Daniel Eisenberg.
Maariv:
5:44pm
Tu b’Shvat is this Thursday, January 20th!

Weekday Davening Times
Shacharis:

Sunday:
Monday and Thursday:
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday:
Mincha/Maariv: Sunday:
Maariv: Monday through Thursday:
Mincha and Candle Lighting Friday:

Thought of the Week, continued…
8:00am
6:40am
6:50am
4:50pm
7:45pm
4:48pm

Weekday Shiurim
Daily Mussar Shiur:
15 minutes before Shacharis
Mishna Brura:
Mon and Wed after Maariv
Melachim Aleph Shiur:
Monday at 8pm
Halacha Shiur:
Tuesday at 8:30pm.
Nefesh HaChaim:
Thursday at 10:10pm
Check with Dr Daniel Eisenberg to confirm.

Chevra Mishnayos
The Chevra Mishnayos is learning Seder Moed. See shul
bulletin board to sign up or email eisenber@pol.net with your
name and the masechta (and chapters) you intend to learn.

all later Jewish experiences, goals and hopes. It is a constant
reminder of God’s omnipotence and of His guarantee to us of
Jewish survival and ultimate triumph over evil and wickedness. This
Shabat is one of “shira” – song – because, again, it validates and
confirms all Jewish songs throughout the ages.
The Psalmist teaches us that at the time of the final redemption
“then our tongues will be filled with song.” The melody and words
may be new to us then but the message will certainly be grounded
in the teachings of Moshe and Israel in the song of this week’s
parsha.
Adapted from http://www.rabbiwein.com/Weekly-Parsha/2011/01/507.html by Rabbi Wein.

Meor Shabbaton
We welcome the members of the Meor Program at Rutgers
University who are visiting our Shul this Shabbos for a Jewish
Medical Ethics Shabbaton with Dr. Danny Eisenberg.

Pirchei and Bnos
Pirchei will meet from 3 to 4pm at LMS on the upstairs level.
This week’s Torah Youth is sponsored by the Couzens family
in honor of Moishe’s Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov! Contact Rabbi
Ari Silver at 610-6686-6833 or silverDollar@verizon.net.
Bnos will NOT meet this Shabbos.

Women's Learning Experience - Winter Session
Mon at 10:15am: Tehillim for Cholim.
Mon at 10:45am: Rabbi Greenspan - Parsha haShavua.
Tues at 9:30am: Rabbi Shmidman - Sefer Tehillim, at LMS.
Tues at 8:00pm: Stacey Goldman - The Imahot, at the Werrin
home, 161 Highland Circle, Bala.
Wed at 9:00am: Rachael Biberfeld - Michtav m'Eliyahu.
Thu at 9:30am: Rabbi Steinberg - Chazon Ish: Faith and Trust.
All classes at 8 Concord Circle, unless otherwise noted. For
information or free babysitting, call Janis Fine 610-888-0477.
To subscribe to the YIML email list, visit
http://mail.chaseplanet.us/mailman/listinfo/yiml

Sefer Dedications
Dedications for Rabbi Steinberg's sefer -- to be published
soon, be"H -- are available and will serve as a fundraiser for
the Shul. If you are planning to dedicate, please contact Rabbi
Steinberg directly or take a dedication form from Shul (they
were also sent out by e-mail). Submission deadline - Tuesday,
Janury 25th.
Thank you to Dr. David Chase and Rabbi Chaim Diamond for
shoveling the sidewalk on Wednesday!
Questions? Comments! Sponsorships$ weeklyupdate@yiml.org

